CAHERCONLISH PARISH. 403

SITUATION. This Parish iz situvated in the Barcny of Clan-
william and 1s hounded on the east by the Parishes of Grean,
Drumkeen and Abbington; on the north by the latter Parish; on
the west by Ludden end Inch 8t. Laurence Parishss and on the
south by Ballybrood Parish.

NAME. The name of this Parish is pronounced Cathair
Chinniis in Irish, which signifies the Caher of the Head of
the Liss, and is not oi acclesiastical arigin. The objects

from which the rame has been composed ars rnot known to the
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inhabitonts »f the wlace and cousequently are pnt pointed
out to the topuerapiaiecal investigalor Loth have bocen proo-
ably destroyed.

hy] =] T4

fallen; insert herc what is said of i3
gtate, and historical information.

.

Cathair Cinniiss ig mentioned in the Arnale of Trnie-
; old gccelesinsticenl,

We find mention mads of CUnaihair Cinnliss in the Anvate 404
of Tnnisfallen =2t A.D, 1304. "A great hosting of north
MBunster by Torlogk, «ou of Taiyx Caoluiske Q'Bricn to attock
Munster, whersin the Mrglich woere rmore sumerous evd pasosd
the Shannon ersiward ho the distriet of O0’Cuanach upon thut
expediticn, that thoe Irish iunrsbiting them (these) counti:
and the two Hile =«ud Worth Mownster ond Ownoy in ths Cowmrtics
of Limerick ond Tipperary =nd Aosgraine and Acstrimaighe vwore
brought uvnder cubjection and gave upr their hostaoges to Tor-
logh; he pursued on his journsy with his bands of ¢oldiers
into the »nlaine of Munster forewmost with his standards ov
ensigns and with his colcurs in the midst and their golden
shields o1 ike cutsids, with their gpzars ready and their
cavalry hindmost, and Z.a thal oréew proceed:sd 1o Cahercintics
and attacked ine Eaglisnwen thatbt werc ja the i
common slauvght -~ of tham thar:; Lo demolishsd The Castle ond
burned ithe tewn Trem baon o bulwark the other cnd o thne
eity, that theve was no abode with the Englishmen that woeo
not entirely burned."

Of Ltus oid Churenh of Cahercenlict
of the ecact gable twelve Tazt in h
length of the south v g
feet in hoight, remains as yeo andoumo
built up sgaingy hhese ‘ i
ere rexaler alzed sto
The PFOJOS“ nt Churnsh
the site of the clld o
been pulisd dowin towara
much in use,
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Karkinlish (Chapsl of) Churche af the Ahbey
of Owney, Cahir-kenlish, etlc., m:n doned in Inquisiti
R3rd August XXXIV HElizsbath, quotsd in Archdall’s Mon. Eib.
at Abbington, which see in cur Extrach Lfrom the work relabtiv
to Abbington insecrted at the description of the Parien of that
name, vhich will be given below. (Civil historical iniforma-
tion, modern and old).

Fitzgerald in his History of Limerick, Vol I, ©.280 nt
Cahirconlish, tells us that:-

"Tt is at present a larg:e but wvot very thriving village,



LIMERICK. 117

though it was cnce a walled town containing four castles and

an extensive College the site of which is called the "College
Field," The foundation of thig Seminary ard of a strong gate-

way that led into the town were to be seen rot long since.

In the village is a very handsome Church with 2 fine steeple.
Within the Church and eclose to thoe Comwunion Table ig & mor -~

weent of the Gabbett family, and in the chancel there jig =
monument of the Bourkes, now occupied by the Wilson family,

the present propriefors. It is in basso relieve aad on the 406
top is a representation of the Crucifizion, with the Arms of
the Bourkes between the lives of the following insecription.-

"Hune tumulum Theobaldus Bourke sibi et uxori suae Slany
Brien fieri Bourke adsam sobolis (arolina Ssqanguine tinot:
atque Brianorum. Anno Domini 1441."

(p.288) Tha Glebe has been beantifully =nd testelfully
planted by the preseat ircumbent, the Rev. Richard Cox xixe
Near the house is the Castls of Caorrigfarrioyl: or O'Faryr-
ell’'s Rocx. The 0O'Dalys were its Llast inhabitants, bubt iv 407
was built by the Bourkes and nsear it i=s a fine old fortroazs
called Cno~c a tSeaan Chuislesnn, or the Hill of the Cestic
(rectus, the Hill of the 014 Castle),

)

Ceherconlisn House, siitusied nsar the Villege, was boilt
a few vears sirnce by th= pressnt Major Wilson, the 014 fo.ily
marsio: having gone Lo decay (».287). In tho Porish of Orlere
conlish is situated Brittas.

A note =av: here that the Wiison family 2laims great cn-
tiguity., That W, Wilson was bosn Chancellor snd Chaplin o
William the Conquernr (refererces nade to "Chronica Judic.alia®
as authority). His Tumily settled at Blvon, Yorksnire, Col,
Sir Ralpyh Wilsn: was tne Tirst of thie foamily wno came over %0
Ireland dvring the trovbles be ween Cnarles 1 and ths Parlia-
ment. He wus the uncestor ol the Major Wilson »nbove mentinned,

Uarrigorealy old Onegtle stands in the south west corner 408.
of Carrigoreely "Townland (2bout 2 mile north west of Cakaor-
conlisn Vililage) It 18 erecied on = lime stone rock aboub
two chains irn diameter and twenty faoet high. This rock is
twenty feet high at the west sgide of the castle only; four
feet or five feet on the other sices. The Irish name is
Carraig Frearghaile, which si1gnifies Farel's Roek, (This s
gener»lly written Farreill in the anglicised form though icre
is tur ome r and one 1 in the Irisyn form., The name in {Le
present instsnce must be considered a praenomen — christinn
name — and not a surnawme. Thersfors O0'Farrell’s Rock, given
above ns & translation by Fitzgerald, is downright nonssnce).
The wzlls are perfect. It mewnsures nineteen feet eight in-
ches by fourtesn and » helf fest in the ciear and has fiv.
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stories; the feurth fioor is arched wnderneath. The height
0of the structure is about seventy feet and the thickness of
the walls about six and a half feet.

Rnockatancoaglaun is the name of a townland bounded on
the west by Carrigoresly in this Parish., It is written Cnoc
8 tSean Chaisleain iv Irish ani signifies the Hill of the 01l1ld
Castle, Thers is no remark mzde in the Nawme Book as to the
existence of any old ruins in this townland.

The ruins of the Cnstle of Brittas are situated in the 409
east part of ‘he Townlaend of Brittas on the west bvank of the
River Mulkeir, which defended one side of this military struc-
ture. On the scuthwest and northwest corners weire two round
towers, one on each, of which feorty feect in height yet remain
their diams=ter inside being sixtesn feet. The thicknevss of
the wolls is the same with that of the walls of the Castle,
which is five feet, Tne wall of the Castle running between
them from nortn to south is twanty eignt paces (eighty four
feet) long, which is the distance they gtand from each other,
and twenty five fect nhigh. The lccalily is level ground.

In Smith’s Coilections for Limerick (MSS. R.I.A.) we find
the Tfollowing reference to Caherconlishi~—

The Second Slege of Limerick (1691). 410

"After the defent at Aghrim, General Ginkle made prepar-
ations for the Sieg: of Limerick. But notwithstanding the
great supply of horses from BErgland, ne found there were many
more still wanting for The use of the heavy canncen znd there-
fore it was propeosad i1 Cocuneill 4o convey them from Athlova
to Limerick by water, dut that being found impracticable by
means of the s«tops at Killalove, the General sent to Dublin and
was furnished by wmost of the nobility and gentry with their
coach horeas, hut all together being insufficient for the pur-
pose, many more were prezsed in 211 parts of the Kingdom for
the purpyoses. The Goweral in his march raceived intelligence
that tne Irisn foot were drawn in Limerick and that thsir
horses ware posted nrsar the town - that Tyrconnel was taken
suddenly ill andi that several factions were fomented among 411
the Chief Officers in the t-wo, seme of them being suspected
to incliine to an accomodation with the BEnglisn., This news
occasioned the General to disnerrse his declarations among
them, by a spy, encouraging the Irisnh to submit, which was
effected without any discovery. On the i14th of August ke
army encemped a3t Csnsrconlish, Iirm whence the Gereral with
other great officers marched with a party within two miles
of Limevrick, where some of the eremies scouts deserted and
garly on the 15th, 1500 horse =nd dragzgoons, cormmanded by
Major General Ruviguy and 1000 foot by the Prince of Hesse
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with six Field pleces marched towards Limerick, with whom
the General and the Chief Officers went to take a view of
the place® etc.

See also at the same year (A,D, 1304) with that mentioned 412
in the Annals of Innisfallen, to which reference has been made
above, Caithreim Tnoirdhealbhaigh, i.e,, the EBxploits of Tor-
logh. O'Gorman M38. R.I.A, written originally in the year of
Christ 1459 by John, son of Rory Mac Crath, Cnief Antiquarian
to the prineely family of the Dalcassians and translated into
English by P. 0'Conell, who died about the year of Christ 1826.

The site of an old Church called Teampall Mhichfl, that
is, the Church of 8t. Michael, lies within a green fielad
planted with fir trees in the west part of the Townland of
Templemichsel, to the north of the road leading from Cahker-
conlish to Abbington, It is covered with grass and measures
about sixty by thirty feet. The inhabitants of the plaecs
say there was a grave yard here formerly; humen bones and
0l1d coffins were found in 1819 whilst the grouad was dug up
when the field was under cultivation. It was from the above
mentioned Church the townland obtained its name. 413

8ituated in the north west corner of Skahard Townland
and to the south of the road between it and Highpark, within
a cultivated field, is a spot, some time ago used as a burial
ground, called Cili a8 Bhothair, which signifies, according to
the common application of Cill now prevalent in this part
of the oouniry, the Burial Ground of the Road, Children were
buried until about the year 1800, when the place was culti-
vated, Three hawthorn bushes growing cn the ground mark the
locality.

Kilmurry is the name of a townland in this Parish and,
according to its signification, is of ecclesiastical origin,
being Cili Mnuire in Irish, which means the Church of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Cellsa 8,V. Mariae. However there are no
0ld Church ruins found here at present, The ruins of a Roman
Catholic old Chapel and a grave yard enclosed by a wall, arse 414
situated in the west end of the townland to the south of the
road from Caherconlish to Abbington.

Killanure is the name of a Townland in this Parish, which
is pronounced Cill an Iubhair in Irish and signifies the Church
of the Yew Tree, 1.e,, Cella Taxis. In this townland is situ-
ated a small hill, now cultivated, which is known by the name
of Killanure and on which great quantities of human bones were
found on digging the earth some time sincej a circumstance
that, vtogether with the name, puts it beyond conjecture that
there were a Church and burial ground, or at least the latter
as Uill would be applied to it also, situated here which have
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been disused and destroyed at some period back, not now ex-
actly known.

Tobermolaga Townland obtained name from a well situated
in the west end of it and called in Irish Tobar Molaga, which
means the Well of Baint Molaga, i.e,, Fons 8ancti Molagae.

The Life of 8aint Molage is published in AA, 88. at -~ day

of ~ The Well is now dried up. A stone work, which yet re-
maine, surrounded its waters. S8ituated in the north end of
the Townland of Knockeen is Knockeen Hill, which is pronounced

in Irish Cnoc Ceoin, that is, the Delightful Hill, i.e., Collis

amaenus, and from which it appears the townland obtained name,.
On this hill is a cavern whose entrance is about three feet
in diameter., It branches inwards into several apartments
overhung with massive cliffs,.

418



