
CAHERCONLISH PARISH. 

SITUATION. This P8,;'.' i ,~h L3 :, i tuated tn the Barcny of Clan-
william and ls hounded on the east by the Parishes of Grean, 
Drumkeen and Abbington; on tbs north by the latter Parish; on 
the w0st by LuJden ~n1 Inch St. Laurence Parishes and 011 the 
south by Ballybrood Parish. 

NAME. The ·name of this Parish is pronounced CatbRir 
Chinn.iis in Irish, which sig::1if.iei3 t!'.le Caher o:f the Head of 
the Liss, and j_s not of ,:ieeJesinsl:ical (1r1g1n. The OOJ8c·t.s 
:from which the name .•1as been composed. are ,,ot known to tlie 
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inhabi.tont::i .f tho :~;lo.cc and. conseq_1F,n\ly f'1 .. re i,,t pointed 
out to tlw Lcr:,,.i'.c:l',~0:1ie,-:1 :inv, stig:1,Lor. Both La.v2 be.en p1·:,b­
ably destroyed. 

C8.tt~air Cirmli::rn is rn 1'mtio11<:,cl .i.n thn Anni)s or Ircn:i~,­
fallen; insert heru w'vt is r:,'Jid ,,f i.t; nJ,! ,:cdos:lnnt5.(•:.J, 
state, and histori~al inform~tion. 

We find. rn;Jc;t:ion i110.c'L::: of C:1 .. 1 '.·rnjr CimJl.i;JS L1 the Anr3~:0
• 404 

of In Yl i sf r1. 1 1 c n P t, A . D . l Z, 0 r'.L " A g n' 8- t ho i, t, i n g o f north 
Uunst.et· by 'l'cirJ ogt, !C'.0Il ,:,f Tnit; C'9,oluh,ke O'Br Lon to r1,ttE1 ,·k 
Munster: v.1~1. e rr:1 h1 t IHC; J1\ f; I ·i 11 '; ·11/: • re norc , ur,:.n ·cus 2. 1 •t; p?,s r, •~ .. 1 

the Shannon crs·i:,-;rar·d i.n thci clistr-iet of 0'Cu9,nach ri.pon U1·,t 
expediticni t1nl tl1J) Irish int::.oiti:nz tll21,1 (LheseJ connt::c • 
and tbe tvrn EiJ.0 '. 1,17. lfortl1 Mu1:f',ter ~incl Om1• J h:i. th3 Cc,111 l Ls 
of Limoriek ::·:ncl Tirp,!r8.ry :~:-1d Ao g1·8.L1, ancl Aosl!'jmsdc;hc , ':re 
brought nndnr f'Ubjec 4;ion Hnd gnv,, u:r thei.1· J1ostoges to Tcr·-
logh; ho pursunrl on his journey with hj_s bands of ~:oldiE'l'f: 

into the ph1 . .i_1E of r,1u:t1ste:r focei,10~:;t with his st8,:ndards cic· 
ensigns a:nrl 1Fith his colcurs in U1e midst and their golden 
shields Ill' the vutsi.d::': 1 v1iih theif' f:lJJJ:::1.1~s 1·erdy and their 
cavalry hincmo~,t, and ::.·1 t'·iaC 01·C:'e:· proceed.,.?rl t . .) Cahercin!.i.::s 
and attacke 1' i hn En3lls;n:en , bat ·.·.'O;.'C i.n tlj,~ t,,:-~·,,l aw1 L 1.dc.' ~,, 
common ,,1au~f1. 1 1· of t,11,:;,11 th,,!·,; : 'flc1,:oli::·h)tl the Ca:::;t1c c.nd. 
burned t.:;c toi;vn f1·,-,n b 1 .. ,,n -to ln1lvr:.,·k in tlF.: othe1· un,1 o/ >rle 
city, that tli<2rc 'i.1as n-; 0.b,)d:i '?1itll th,J Et1J:L:is}rn1,in t1;,t 7!.• .. •• 
not entirely burned." 

Of tr:io nJ:l CJ11ffe:t c,f' Ca110:cc<L:i·b, n:1ly c· rrnnll p::i1·tic:.1 
of the 8;1.<.::t gabln t':.'':·:!ve t'e3t ir: '.1eiglit, :1.nct scv-e.11 foet i 
length of 11e sontl:;. ·.-<i,11 Vir:Jic\, u:; joined t • i ., ::::nci. 1s t·J:::l v,;; 
feet 1n h.:;ic;ht, re:n·dn; ::,:> yo·· ff.cJ·,:i 1JlibhoJ. Th2r,J is:,. -,0,ult 
built i1p r,gc1.ins,. :·.;•,,:•f:: aiJs , n i)1r· 1!1•;;ide. EL1,torials ; them 
s.re re[~"J.lF.r ;3tz~•:ct sto: 1 :?~.~ 't!1(l ~:,.::r>)~J.·t. .. ·.f 1ir:.1e O/·c7. 88.:n~l rr1ott.'.1 .1". 

The Pro:,cct:nt Chr1r-:.1 o'.:' the P'...,ris:1 ,,c>.;1.1cpi: s i h3 re:.11:J ir ic:· of 
the si·;~e of:' ti1,3 oJ,l o 13 jl.1:Jt. e. tic 1,cJ. ,'1!l1ore the walls r1 ve 
been :i;ml1ed clr:,:cm 1:c:,:-.':1.rds tl",c 1.1e~;t. nc~•·r" 1::: ·, .. Ii:1.re:0. er::1,v,:,c1.rd 
much in use. 

Karki nl i sl1 ( Cl•?,}) s 1 of) c:1urd1e s r:na_ Cirn,pels of the l'.hbey 
of Owney, (}1.11:i.r-ke:-11:i~;J,, e·c., 8.cn r:c:c::,ntion,,J jn Inquisitl.'•n 
23rd Augu::; \-. XXXIV !G i zeh:3 i.li, quot•~( in Ar·chdJ 11' s Mon. ~I:l 1.1. 
at Abbington, w;1i(~:1: c:n in oui· Extr:J,,::. fcoi,1 the work rc:I·,. 1 5:-:re 406 
to Abbington in,c-rtf:( at ti1e clc:0ie:ript:.i(1 11 of ths': Parj s?i (Jf' that 
name , 1;J h j ch w .i. 11 b a p; ; v en be J i, .,.,. . ( C i. v i 1 ll i s t. or i ca 1 in :f •J r- r ,r,1, -
tion, modern and old). 

Fitzgerald in his History nf Limerick, VoJ .I, v.28J ~t 
Oahirconlish, tells us thDt:-

"It is 8,t present a le,rg; 1wt nJt very thriving vi l 1::-:.ge, 
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though it was once a walled town containing foi,r castles o,nd 
an extem;ive College th,, site of which is calle:l the "College 
Field." The found.ation or this ARminary und of R strong 3et&­
way that J.ed into the t wn were to be seen Lot long sinee. 
In the village !s a very handsome Church with a fine steADle. 
Within tll(➔ Church and ~] ose to thn Cortmurd,.m Table :i.s a mor -
ument of the Gabbett family, and i11 tbe cbancel there :is,\ 
monument of the Bonrke:.,, nov1 occ11piea by 1.he Wi1son f21.mily, 
the pre s en t prop r i e t. o n:; . I t i s i n b a s :: o r 0· l i e v o at; a. on th, 406 
top is a repr,➔ sentation o:f:' tr1e Crucifixi01:, vvith the Arm.', (,:f 
the B)urke,, bet.Neen l,}1e lil eE~ of tr1e fo1lowing insc1·5ptioi:.·-

"Hunc tunril uin Tneob8,ldL1 s BcJurke s i bi et ux Jri suae SJ: .ny 
Brien fieri .B:11:i.rke a,·11rnm sobolts Carolina s,.nguine i.jnot, 
a.tque Bric1.norum. Anno Domini 1441." 

(p.286) Th~ Glebe h8S bee~ ben~tifully and tssteful 1 y 
planted hy th·'" pt·ese,1t ir.(rnmbent, t11e Rev-. Hi.c:1.8rd Cox*""~ 
Near thf• hou~H i.ci ,r1e Castl•,i of Cc:,:rrig-fa1TiCl:VL·, or 0'F:U7-
ell's Roek. The O'D:1ly, •1,,,•:)re jt•-; l.'1,c:t inhA,bitai·1ts, tut; U:. 40'7 
was buil L by tlrn Bor1Tkes ::u,d ne.0t1· i ::, i "' :~ fine old fcrtrc:Jd 
called Cno('. ct 1Sea:1 C:C1i.;1.isl 1';?:1m, ,,r the Hill Df t.l:G Cestl, 
(rectus, the Hill of the Old Castle). 

C::=ihr-•r·conlis1·1 HOH"\l'eo si 1.u·cited ".1f:8r 

a few Yf:','}l'S siY1ec1 by tlL, p.c,,s:::nt M:-1Jor 
m0. t: S i o !I CJ v in 3: go, r 8 t, ll e c '.'I. y ( }) . 2 S 7 ) . 
conlish is situated Brittas. 

the Vi.112.:re,, vr8.~~ 1J, 1 ilt 
Wi.Jso,1 1 th 0

: oJ_rl :fo,,,; ly 
I11 thn P1· ri. c, 11 , ,f • >1.: er-

A notie; -,1~,r:· Y1erP th'9,t the WL 1.son f'ntni1y .~laims great ,·,11-
tiqui ty. Th.:i, t W. Wi 1:, m w ,,s bo :,~) C1,ance 1 lor Cha pl i r, t , 
Willic:1.m th'1 Cniqi)er·,,r (cef'ecer,ceFJ 11,a_,, to "Cbronic:.t Judic-alia" 
as auth,n·ity). H.if: f:1..rn1Jy ~,et:-,l.,3d D.t Elto:n 1 Yod~shire. Col. 
Sir Rci.lph \Vi]sn was tn<:, fii·st uf ThiP f~!mily Wr'Jo came o-vei' to 
Ireland cl1,,·in'. th.e tro,,bl_es be ·ue,,n C11ai·les I and the Pa1·L.a­
ment. He w,:s t1:e 1,•,1;cec,to1· ol' the 1,,h.jor V/i.ls,:,n ;1.bove men1.i0nad. 

t:str·r·i.gnr,,e1y o1d C•1.[1 tle ctnnc'l~i in ihe sout}t 'iJest cor;:.Jr 40&~. 
of Carrigoree1y '.!.'ownl.arJ: (abont a mU.e r,orth we;,t, of Catc,r·--
conljsh Vi118,ge). It i :, erec~0(l on :-,, li.me st1\l1.e rock at:,o;,1~ 

two cha i. ns in u i ameter rJ,r1d twsnty fc>3t high. This rock :1 s 
twenty feet ld.gh at tiF' west sio.u cf the c,L,tle only; fon1· 
feet or five feet on th(J othel' si;_es. The Irish name fs 
Ca.rraig Fr:earghrdle, w11icl1 s1g:1i.Cies Pare1's Heck. (Thi.., ts 
~ener,;,Uy 1111·i tten Farrell in the :'. ,glicised form though , , :~re 
is bl1:. , !:'18 r· and one 1 .in the Iri sf1 form" The name 1n ·t Le 
present inst~,, nee nm.Rt be r: ons i. '.le re a ,1, prs.e nornen - eh ri st ·i.:-,n 
name - and not a s1u:·narn8. Theref,n·,~ O'Farrell's Rock, giv,·i:i 
above ns 8 ... ·translation hy Fjtzger·A..ld, it3 c1Jwn:rig:,t non">nr.e) . 
. The W<::tlls are perfo8t. It 1,ieu.sure~ ninflteen feet (~igl1t it -
ohes by fourte,:m and :1, h•-11 f f ,:;t in th:3 c Lear Rnrl has fi v 
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stories; the fr,1u·th ftoor is nxched w1a.err10ath. The height 
o:f the structur•fJ is ab,)ut seventy feet and. the thickness of 
the walls about six ancl a half feet. 

Kn,::,ck8.tanc:::i.slaun iG the nn.rne of a tovmland bounded on 
the west by Car·r.igGre,➔ ly i.n this Parish. It is written Cnoc 
a tSean Ohe,isleain i,1 Irisb an1 signifies the Hill 1)f the Old 
Castle. There is r,n r,·mark mr:;:/le in the Name Book as to the 
existence of any old ruins in this townland. 

The ruins of the C~stJe of Brittas are situated in the 409 
east paPt of 'he Townland of Erittas on the west bank of the 
River Aeulkeir, which ch,fe:no.ed one sid•j of this mili.tary struc­
ture. On the s, 1J.tl1wor,t and nortl1west corne1•r3 were two rc,und 
towers, one on ui.ch, uf ·.vhich forty feet j n height yet remain 
their diameter inside being sixte~n feet. Tho thicknuss 0f 

the wo11s is the sri,me wi.th that o:t' the w1:i.lls of t.he Castle, 
which is five feet. Tne wall of the Castle running between 
them frc1m nortn 1:.0 c'iOuti1 is t,v.:0,:1ty eigr1t paees ( eighty fonr 
feet) long, which is the di.stance they ::::tand. fron1 eR'.!h other, 
and twenty five feut hfgn. The l0cality is level ground. 

In Sm1tlJ's Collections for Limerick (MSS. R.I.A.) we find 
the following re feren Ce to Cahe 1·c o•nl i sh:-

The Second Siege of Limerick (1691). 410 

"After the clef0··1 t al: Aghrim, General Gi.nkle madA prepar­
ations for te Si e!:;.' of Limerick. B11t notwithstanding thfl 

grAat .supply of hor.'::GS frcm E1°gJ9,nd, ho fo,:ni there were tH9..ny 
more still wantin~ .for th0 use of the heavy cannon and there­
fore it was propns,:~'t i·1 Ccuncil t ,J c:0,-1.vey tbem fro!.11 Athlo; '3 

to Limericl<. b,;' water, ont thr:vc l: ing founcl 1m9r·Retic:"?,bl,', by 
means of tri e \ tops :'t t Ki J 1a·.1 ve, the General sent to Dnbl in and 
was furnished by ffiOSt of the nobility and g~ntry with their 
coach hor''.3'Js, h'.Jt 8,11 tog(,tber beine jmmff:icifmt for t.he pur­
pose, n1"'Y1Y inr)1·e were pre2H.,d L; ,,11 parl:s of the Kingdor:1 for 
the purpose. Tlie Gcrnera,l in his r,mrch r,2ceiv,)d intellir;e:>.1ee 
that t~e Irish foot were drawn in Ljmerick and that their 
horses were :posted ,j< ar the town - t.bf).t T.vrconnel was taken 
suddenJy ill :mi tbat sev,,rai factions w~,r<~ fomented. 8,mong 411 
the Cnie:f Office cc in the t ·,,,v,:, ~ r1 1:1e ,:)f th,:.m bei:::2g suspected 
to j_ncli:ne to a1 ao_)c'.omocl.at:Lon with the English. This news 
occasioned the General to ~iE~e~~e his declarations among 
them, by /3, s:py, enc()nrn,g:Lng t.1,e Irisi1 to snbmit, which 'Ini:, 

effecteJ wi th:mt any diseovery. o~ tbe 14th of Allgust t,~·: 
army erics; .. mpetl at c,,1herconli::,h, Ji· m whence th,,i Get:ieraJ. rJit;1 
other great officers marched. wi t:1. a party wi ti-,in two miles 
of Limerick, where snrne of' tt1e e1,emie.c, scents nesertecl a~d 
early on the 15tt,, 1500 horse ;:,nd dr,:'.goon;j: commanded by 
Major· General R1..rvigny ::mJ 100'..) font by the P;'.ince of He~sG 
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with six Jield pieoes marcbe~ towards Limerick, with whom 
the General and tke Ohiet Otttoera went to take a view of 
the Jl&ce• etc. 

See also at the eame year (A.D, 1304) with that mentioned 412 
in the Annala ot lnniafallen, to which reference has been made 
above, Oaithreim Thoirdhealbha!gh, i.e., the Bxploits of Tor-
Iosh. O'Gorman KSS. R.I.A. written originally in the year of 
Christ 1469 by John, son of Rory Mac crath, Cnief Antiquari~n 
to the princely famil7 of the Dalcassians and translated into 
Bnglish by P. O'Conell, who died about the year of Christ 1826. 

The site of an old Church oalled Teampall Mhichil that 
is, the Church of St. Michael, lies within a green fieio 
planted with fir trees in the west part ot the Townland of 
Templemiche.el, to the north of the road leading from Caher­
oonliHh to Abbington. It ia oovered with grass and measures 
about et:zty by thirty feet. The inhabttants of the place 
say there was a grave yard here tonnerly; human bones and 
old coffins were found in 1819 whilst the grouud was dua up 
when the field was under cultivation. It was from the above 
mentioned. Church the townla.nd obtained its name. 411 

Situated in the north west oorner of Skahard Townland 
and to the south of the road between it and Highpark, within 
a cultivated field is a spot, some time ago used a.s a burial 
ground, called 011! a Bhothair, which signifies, according to 
the common application of 0111 now prevalent in thia part 
of the oournry, the 'Burial Grour1d of the Road, Children were 
buried until about the year 1800, when the place was culti­
vated. Three hawthorn bushes growing on the ground mark the 
looalit7. 

Kilmurry ie the name of a townland in this Parish and, 
aooordins to ita si~nifloatton, is of ecoleaiaAtical origin, 
being Cil! Unuire in Irish, which me~ns the Church of the 
Blessed Virgin Uary, Cella S.V. Mariae. However there are no 
old Church ruin~ found here at present. The ruins of a Roman 
~atbollc old Chapel and a grave yard enclosed by a wall, are 414 
situated in the west ~nd of the townland to the south of the 
road from Caherconlisb to Abbington. 

Killanure is the name of a Townland in this Parish, which 
is pronounced 0111 an Iubhair in Irish and signifies the Church 
of the Yew Tree, i.e., Cella Taxis. Io this townland is situ­
ated a small hill, now cultivated, which is known by the name 
of Killanure and on which great quantities of human bones were 
found on digging the earth some time sinoe; a circumstance 
that 1 together with the name, pute it beyond oonjAoture that 
there were a Church and burial ground, or at least the latter 
as Uill would be applied to it also, situated here which have 
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been disused and destroyed a.t some period back, not now ex­
actl7 known. 

Tobermolaga. Townland obtained name from a. well situated 416 
1n the west end of it Rnd called in Irish Tobar Volaga, Which 
means the Wel 1 ot Saint Volaga., i.e., ll'ons Sanoti Vola.gae. 
The Life or Saint Kolaga is published in AA. ss. at - day 
of - The well ts now dried up. A stone work, which yet re-
maine, surrounded its waters. Situated in the north end of 
the To1ralan<1 of' Itnookeen is Knockeen Hill, which 1s pror,ounc,d. 
in Irish Cnoc Oaoin, that is, the Delightful Hill, i.e., Colli■ 
am~nus, and from which it appears the townland obtained name. 
On thia hill is a cavern whose entrance is about three feet 
in diameter, It branches inwards into several apartments 
overhung with mass!Te ol1ffs, 


